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LOU Richards was the AFL’s mouthpiece in radio, television and the print media for more than 50 years.

The former Collingwood premiership captain (1953) played 250 games with the Magpies during a career that spanned 15 years and included three games for Victoria in 1947-48. He kicked 452 goals and was twice runner-up in the club’s best and fairest award, the Copeland Trophy.

This book is an updated edition of Lou’s memoirs that was first published in 1989 and includes plenty of Lou’s old gags that have stood the test of time and gives an insight into what really went on behind the scenes on the long-running sports program, World of Sport and behind his many football columns that became a must-read every weekend. 

Once he retired from football in 1955, Lou began managing Melbourne hotels of which the most famous was the Phoenix Hotel in Flinders Street. Ever at his side, Edna helped manage the hotel where 'journos' from the nearby Herald and Weekly Times were regulars especially on two-up Tuesdays and for the infamous Phoenix Olympics. 

Richards also began a long career in the media, beginning as a sport journalist for The Argus and later The Sun News-Pictorial, where he gained the nickname of "Louie the Lip". His tips were known as the Kiss of Death and thousands of office and pub tipster around the State could not afford to submit their weekly tips otherwise they were doomed and had to make do with the Kiss of Death tips, which were invariably wrong. 

He also made many outrageous bets and every Monday the Sun’s readers would look forward to seeing what escapade Lou had committed to the previous weekend. From cutting Ted Whitten’s lawn with scissors to rowing Billy Brownless across the Barwon River in a bathtub, Lou always managed to keep his face on the front and back pages.

He turned his talent to radio and called the football with the greats and when television hit Melbourne, it wasn’t long before his face appeared on the small box. 

He was a very popular commentator on both radio and television with his great mate Jack Dyer. He also appeared on the popular World of Sport program. In the 1990s and 2000s, he made regular appearances on both The Footy Show and the Sunday Footy Show. He is currently involved in handing out sponsors' prizes and continues to liven up the set with his classic humour and running of "Lou's Handball", a handball game between two AFL players. Some running jokes on the show include his send up of Telefunken electronic products.

It all started in 1940, when Lou's uncle Alby Pannam introduced him to Collingwood. After a best on ground performance in the reserves grand final that year, senior coach Jock McHale approached Lou to congratulate him: "Well played today, son. You'll be a Collingwood player." 
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