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Read | Watch | Listen

Dark, twisted journey

Essaysonlosing parent s
o FATAL FEMALES

® AUTHOR: Libby-Jane Charleston
PUBLISHER: Hardie Grant Books,
RRP: $24.95
MY REVIEWER: Laura Hunt

A FAMILIAR look, an affectionate word
is etched forever in the memory of their
children. T

They come from those who knew us
best and have known us the longest.

This collection of essays on losing a
parent by orphans in middle age is not
depressing, as | first thought it might
be, but uplifting.
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essays by 14 well-known Australian
writers on what it meant to them to lose
a parent.

The catalyst for the book was losing
her own parent and the colliding
emotions it brought.

Each writer brings a different
perspective on the emotions
associated with this traumatic time; a
loss that is universal but unique to the
person who is facing the loss.

Among them, Thomas Keneally’s
story of his father stands out in his
customary beautiful prose; Helen
Garner’s story of her mother is
evocative of a bygone era and Mandy
Sayer’s dark humour all mirror a rite of
passage that every one of us faces.

Does grief ease with the passage of
time? Does it help to talk and share the
pain? Does it leave a lingering sense of
guilt or failure?
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But as Susan Wyndham says, with BOOK: MY MOTHER, MY FATHER  Kinnod. chonned and
loss there is also growth. ot ;1 pl:t .

Her book is dedicated to all parents, EDITOR: Susan Wyndham cooke :_" pa :19" up to
everywhere. serve to his adult

children.
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The two schoolgirls

from the West
AUTHOR: Tony Stephens i e . A
PUBLISHER: Slattery Media Group (RRP: et e g e oo o Australian mining
$32.95) e (Y town of Collie

REVIEWER: F.J. O’'Dwyer murdered their
: ), i : school friend
THIS publication profiles a glorious selection of 'hi‘ | ‘ l before burying her
inspirational Australians; people like Faith Bandler the L4 il 1 in a shallow grave
daughter of a South Sea Islander, Bill Dean a under a house.
Governor-General and Marie Bashir the NSW Governor. Neither showed
They have had the ability, through their deeds, words any remorse for
and ordeals, to generate change. the crime, which
Feisty individuals such as Fred Hollows and Mum Shirl was completely
had a firm belief in what was right. |, B pre-meditated.
The humility shown by those who served this country ; As for Elisa
is remarkable whilst Weary Dunlop, Alec Campbell and Baker, who
Len Hall will forever represent mateship. killed her
There are many others from all walks of life who have disabled
faced adversity or led by example. Read their stories and stepdaughter

be inspired by these exemplars.
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Australian Events, The Chronicle and Toowoomba Tiles, Flooring and Bathroom Centre are giving you the chance
to win a $10,000 Kitchen and Bathroom Package. TO ENTER: Simply complete this entry coupon and take it to
the TFB Centre site at the Toowoomba Spring Home Show & Camping & Leisure Expo, 25th to 27th October 2013,
Toowoomba Showgrounds, Toowoomba. Entries close at 3.20pm Sunday 27th October 2013. Winners drawn at
3.30pm same day. All entries must be on original coupon. Terms and conditions apply. For full details visit
www.toowoombahomeshow.com.au.

NAME
TOWN/CITY

PHONE*
POSTCODE

EMAIL* Toowoomba Spring
*Entry is not valid without a phone number and email address. 0 me ow
I:l Please tick if you do not wish to receive marketing material from 'y camning & leiSIll'e E)(Il 0

TFB Centre or Australian Events.




